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I.—Forricn Porrrics. 95 8 5 


t the 24th May has the following: 
e 0 : Reuter say 5 that the authorities at Pretoria 


The Boor Wer. are of opinion that there are yet 16,500 armed 


Boers who are trying to baffle’ the British proclamation of conquest. Some 


in d of 15,000 Boers only, most of whom were killed, wounded 
prepa By ‘a ple, therefore, thought that there were no more Boer 
fighters in the field. But to their surprise, 16,500 heroes suddenly make their 
appearance again. This reminds us of the war between Ram and Ravana. 
However that may be, the Boers have again massed themselves in the eastern 
and western parts of the Transvaal, and are causin trouble. They defeated a 
small British detachment near Marandberg. They have an eye on Cape Colony 
too, into which two Boer Commandos have again entered. It is stated that the 
great hero De Wet is feeling his way throu h Cape Colony. Last week, several 
severe collisions took place between the English and the Boers, Both parties 
suffered more or less loss. In the meantime, reinforcement is being sent to 
the Transvaal every week. Rumour says that the Boers, under disguise, are 
inoculating the horses, which the English are sending to South Africa, with a 
poison, so that on their arrival ia Cape Town, these orses are becoming quite 
useless. This we learn from the English themselves, and if it be true, it must 
be confessed that the Boers are in no way inferior to the En lish in intellectual 
power too, as they are in no way inferior to them in physical power. 
2. In taking a review of Russia's foreign policy, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] 
1 of the 25th May writes as follows: 
nenne.. The road which Peter the Great, who ascended 
the throne of Russia in 1689, pointed out to une of his officers has not been 
lost sight of by any of his successors. And Russia is now only 35 miles from 
Herat, Many know that Russia has a railway up to Merv in Central Asia. 
But how many know of the branch railway which Russia has quietly constructed 
up to the Afghan frontier? This branch line is 180 miles in length, and comes 
up to Khuskinuski on the Afghan frontier, This is Russia’s secret military 
railway, on which no trade is allowed to be carried on or foreigner allowed 
to travel, but which is reserved solely for the purpose of military transport. 
A train runs twice a week on it. It is called the Merv-Kbusk Railway, and it 
yy Wena the distance between Merv and its terminus on the Afghan frontier in 
ours. N | 
We know perfectly well that Russia will be able to do no harm to India, 
whether she comes by rail, road, or on horseback, camel’s back or the back 
of elephants, and whether she reaches India in a day or in an hour. The 
frontier defences and the staunch loyalty of the Indian people will not allow 
Russia to touch a hair of India's head. But the fact remains that Russia has 
entered Afghan territory. The Englishman says: —“ Russia is only 36 miles 
from Herat.“ And coming to Herat means coming to India! 0 
3. The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablui Mateen [Calcutta] of the 27th May 


. states on the authority of the Turkish Journal 
. _ and Boxhara, «44 Malumatf that a new treaty has been made 


ee between Russia, Persia and Bokhara, to the effect 
that when Rossia will send an expedition to India, Persia will allow it free 


e through her dominions, and Bokhara will lend Russia the- services of 
ten thousand troo 


„Ihe editor ohecrves that both Russia and England being friends of Persia, 
it seems impossible that Persia should make any treaty with Russia in utter 
disregard of her friendship with England, Moreover, Bokhara being a depen- 


dant State, owning the suzerainty of Russia, it can make any concession to the 


paramount power, but Persia, which is an independent kingdom; is not likel 
to agree to a step which is calculated to affect hes independence. " 


II.—Home Apmrnistration. 
{a)—Police. 


4. The Rangpur Dikprakash [Rangpur] of the 16th May gives the parti- 
Outrage on 2 girl by some CUlars of the case of outrage on a girl by some 
police-eonstables. ' police-constables, which was reported by ‘the 
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Rangpur Vartavaha : en 17th May (see Report on Native Papers of the 25th 
May 1901, paragraph 14). : 3 

1 The Mer thidabod B [Murshidabad] of the 22nd May has the 

1 following: — | 
aos as VE d Nan: Bagdini, a widow, aged about 20 
| of the village of Kuruncha, within the jurisdiction 

of the Baranga thana, was, on her way home from an invitation, outraged by 
one Krisna Das Mondal, with the help of two others, named Bhusan and ‘ 
The able Sub-Inspector of the Baranga thana, Babu Adhar Chundra Bose, took 
down tke depositions of the complainant and the defendants, and challaned 
Krisna Mondal and Bhusan before the Subdivisional Officer of Kandi. In his 
deposition before the Sub-Inspector, Bhusan made a clean breast of his guilt, 
But the case has been dismissed by the able Subdivisional Officer, perhaps for 
want of sufficient evidence. If such cases are not properly investigated and 
the offenders brought to justice, Murshidabad too will soon be a hotbed of 
oppression and outrage on women like Mymensingh. __ 

6. A correspondent — = ~ or Nivasi LN of the 22nd 

ai) ay that the Backergunge police is carrying on 
oan Ge a — enquiries about the A a of a 

| girl referred to in a previous issue (see Report on 
Native Papers of the 18th May 1901, paragraph 5). A relative of the girl 
recently came to see her in her present lodging, but was not allowed to do so 
by the owner, A resident of the place has given out that he will petition the 
1 of Backergunge on behalf of the girl. 

7. The Pratinid hi [Comilla] of the 22nd May earnestly requests the 
Magistrate of the Tippera district to put down 
the badmashes in Comilla town without delay, 
because they have become so aggressive as to make life and property extremely 
insecure. 


8. A correspondent of the oli [Chittagong] of the 23rd May says that 

el the Kahars of the Harla village within the juris- 

in Chitiagng. daiction of the Patia thana secretly kill cows. 

Theft of cows is very common in many villages 

within the jurisdiction of the Patia, Satkania, and other thanas. The Sub- 
Inspector of the Patia thana should make a sifting enquiry into the matter. 


9. Writing on the subject of police reform the Rangpur Vartarala 
[Rangpur] of the 24th May says that simply 
putting a stop to bribery and corruption will not 
reform the police. When the police get a female accused in their custody, they 
almost invariably subject her to ill-treatment. The other day, the writer saw 
a constable dragging a young woman along the street. The constable arrested 
the woman on the strength of a warrant, and so he might not have been 
ashamed of his conduct, but those who witnessed the half-naked condition of 
the woman had to cast down their eyes. For the arrest of female offenders, 
females should be employed in the police service. If the highhandedness of 
‘the police receive no check, a slur will be cast on Government, 8 


10. The Mthtr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 24th May says that in man 
villages within the Chuadanga subdivision of the 
Nadia district Muhammadan orphan girls are 
regularly sold for prostitution. The local police should take special care to 
prevent this and bring the offenders to justice, 


11. The same paper says that Pawan the naib of the 2 05 
| 5 ari cutcherry of Raja Pramatha Bhusan Dev Rai, 
* 1 3 = illing _— of Naldanga, 1 confined, beat and fined a 
= — occasion of the Id-us-suha number of Muhammadans of village Chandpur m 

| the Nadia district for killing cows on the occasion 
of the last Id-uz-zuba festival, The poor men have brought a criminal suit 
against the naib, but all the mukhtars of Kushtia, with the exception of one, 
have refused to stand for them. Every one is afraid of offending the powerful 
Raja. Under such circumstances, it behoves the Government to take the side 
‘of the weak and the oppressed, so that they may, in future, follow their 
religious customs without hindrance. 1 


Bad maches in Comilla town. 


Police reform. 


Sale of girls for prostitution. 


ie ee 


loutta] of the 24th May reproduces from I Bihar 

12. The * Sn gS of the 7th instant certain allegations 
Complaints agra 75 3 against the Subdivisional Officer and the Sub- 
dar ol Police of Madhipara in the Inspector of Police of Madhipura, in North 
Bhagalpur district. | Bhagalpur, who are alleged to have harassed Babu 


ndal, a zamindar and Honorary Magistrate of Madbipura. 
3 Rasbehari Babu to send a petition to Government, statin 
his grievances for his own benefit, as well as of the public. If an educa 
gentleman and respectable zamindar and Honorary Magistrate like him is 
persecuted on the strength of a repurt by a petty Sub-Inspector of Police, it 
may easily be imagined 1 3 rr or May d — 5 — 
| } alo e — 
ee Mr. Castle, the Police Superintendent of 
The District Superintendent of Hooghly, is very fond of salaam. The other day, a 
a respectable gentleman of Chinsura salaamed him 
as soon as he met him, and yet the saheb said Agar im salaam nehi karta, tab 
tomko dekhta” (if you had not salaamed me, I would have taught you a 
lesson). He is said to treat bis subordinates very roughly. 


14. A Patna correspondent of the same paper says that on the occasion 
| of the Muharram at that place this year, a free 
The police in the Patna Mukar- fight took place between the police and the specta- 
3 tors. Mr. Boylan, the Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, under the influence of liquor, rode through the procession, driving 
off the men before him and whipping them right and left. As he turned a 
deaf ear to their entreaties, they at last lost self-control and attacked him with 
lat his, whereupon he flew into a rage, and ordered the constables, numbering 
about a hundred, to use force. Ihe constables accordingly belaboured the 
spectators with /athis, and Mr. Boylan himself took part in the action. About 
5,000 spectators, male and female, were present on the spot, aud took to flight, 
the women leaving their babes. Badmashes, it is said, did not miss the 
opportunity to commit oppression on the women. Many shops were looted, and 
the police dealt blows indiscriminately on men, women, and children, One 
man was killed and two severely wounded in the fight, 


15. Babu Jogendra Nath Dutt, of 3 Duff Street, writes to the Basumati 
Calcutta] of the 25th May that a theft with house- 
reaking was attempted in his house on the night 

of the 24th instant. Some of the neighbours 

awaking, the thieves who had made a large hole in the wall and managed to 
secure three or four boxes took fright and decamped, leaving the boxes. For 


one whole hour the paharawila was searched, but in vain. So the case was 
reported to the thana next morning, 


Attempted theft with house- 
breaking in Calcutta. 


(4)— Working of the Courts. 


16, The Bikash [Barisal] of the 2lst May says that whatever may lie in 
i ee for Mr. Pennell, the way the High Court 
affair. wm uam © le open to grave objection. 
Government has acted very astutely by putting 
the High Court in front to bear the brunt of the contest, while pulling the 
strings from behind. The effect of all this has been that the ‘High Court has 
lost much of that respect which it had always commanded in the country. 
17. A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivasi ( Barisal} of the 22nd May 
writes as follows: 
From the time the copying department of 
the Barisal Judge’s Court was placed under the 
ie charge of Ambika Babu, Munsif, there has been no 
end of irregularities in its management. He has left certain rules, which are 
very oppressive to parties. It is hoped that Gopal Babu, Ist Munsif of Barisal, 
who is at present in charge of the 1 will abolish them without delay. 
Formerly, litigants could su bsequently correct any mistakes in applications, 
which they had already submitted, by applying for the purpose. But they 
are not allowed to do so now. Although the number of copying and compar- 
ing clerks has been increased, yet complaints in connection with the work of 


Complaint against the copying 
department of the Barisal Judge's 
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the t have increased rather than diminished. Applications are 
rej without cause. Searching fee is taken on hd application, though 
formerly it was the custom not to realise it in reg to applications for 


records kept in the Munsif’s and the Sub-Judge’s Courts. The result of this 
has been that now an application made to a Munsif’s Court first goes to the 
record-room, then to the copying department, and then again to the Munsif’s 
Court, thus causing a waste of time, which someti mes proves ruinous to soe. | 
18. Referring to the — ae * — Wh — in UF 1 8 
5 case, the Fariupur Hitais/ ini Farid pur] of the 22nd 
— ee May says it has been all very Ae „ but whom 
are people to thank for so early saving two unfortunate natives from the 
miseries of this world. 
19. The Medini Bandhav | Midnapore] of the 22nd May says that the 
diet-money at the rate of two annas per day, which 
The diet-money of witnesses in jg allowed to a witness in cases in which Govern- 
a Government isthe ment is the plaintiff, is too small to defray the 
expenses of a person’s lodging and fooding. The 
r witnesses in such cases who cannot afford to pay those expenses from 
their own pockets suffer great privations. Where a private party is concerned, 


the Court sharistadar takes every care to promote the comforts of the witnesses, 


but nothing is done in cases in which Government is concerned. 
20. A correspondent of the Sanjivans Calcutta] of the 23rd May writes 

; as follows :— 

ä I am much surprised and very sorry to notice 
an unjust attack on Babu Chandra Narayan Singh, the present kind-hearted 
Collector of Calcutta, published in the Hitavadi of the 10th May, and repro- 
duced in the Benvalee in its issue of the 12th May. There can be no doubt that 
everybody in the office was pleased with the appointment of Babu Chandra 
Narayan Singh. He is impartial, aud with him nobody is a favourite. All 
officers and clerks, from the Superintendent downwards, are equal in his eye, 
and he makes no distinction among them, This may harm individual interests, 
but the clerks in general are contented. It is true, Chandra Narayan Babu 
remains in office till dusk. The reason of this is, not that he spends a good 
deal of time in lunch—which is entirely false—but that he looks carefully into 
the minutest details of the work himself. He signs all the papers himself, and 
does not entrust his own duties to his Deputy or head clerk. He is still new 


to his work, and it is a matter of congratulation that he has been working hard 


himself and discharging his duties satisfactorily. 

21. Referring to the Noakhali murder case, the same paper says that 

ie ii Mr. Pennell had convicted Sadak Ali and two others 

1 as his accomplices. After this the High Court, dis- 

believing the evidence of Hossain and Torab, acquitted the accomplices, and 
ordered a retrial of Sadak Ali. In his retrial, the offence of Sadak Ali has been 
established, mainly on the evidence of Hossain and Torab, and at the same time 
Mr. Geidt has written in his judgment that he (Sadak Ali: and others caused 
the injuries, which resulted in Ismail’s death.” Now, who were these others ? 

22. The Jyott (Chittagong | of the 23rd May has the following :— 

V Babu Ram Charan Mullick, the former First 
Munsif of Patia in Chittagong Munsif of Patia, us well as the present First Munaif, 
: are highly spoken of by all, but we hear many com- 
plaints against the Second and Third Munsifs. Ihe District Judge from time 
to time takes them to task and yet they do not come to their senses. 

In the Third Munsif's Court, if a pleader or a mukhtar gives evidence, be 
gets no sufficient compensation allowance for it. Formerly, the Third Munsif 
used to hold his Court morning and evening, and tried to strike off the cases. 
Although it was harassing to the parties, yet they could, on payment of a certain 
sum of money, get their suits restored to the file. For some time the number 
of such suits became so large that the District Judge called for an explanation 
from the Munsif, who therefore put a stop to the practice. 

He lately issued an order that applications bearing insufficient court-fees 
would be rejected unless the insufficiency was made up on the same date. 
But it had long been the practice in his Court to allow the insufficiency of 
court-fee to be made good and talabana of witnesses to be produced afterwards. 


(425) 


„ those who fail to produoe talabana, &o., with the plaint are granted 
pic dy be or four days’ —4 to do the same, If they fail to comply with the 
order, their plaints are diamissed by the Munsit. e e e 

it is well known how the Court peons in the mufassal serve 
Not unoften they submit returns of processes issued without even going out of 
the Court room. In the Third Munsif's Court many er parte cases are decided 
in which there is discrepancy between the peon’s return and the affidavit, — 
98. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 24th May says that Mr, Geidt has 
: convicted Sadak Ali and sentenced him to trans- 
Mr. Geidre decision in the portation for life almost in direct opposition to 
ee al the views coe by Mr. Justice Amir Ali. No 
5 ts that Mr. Geidt has done justioe in the case. 
* Mr. Geidt’s decision in the case had made the case of Mr. Pennell stronger, 
and placed the Bengal Government and the High Court between the horns of a 
dilemma. People are anxious to see how they get out of this. difficulty. 
Mr. Geidt has earned the gratitude of the public by showing fearlessness and 
moral courage in these days. 
24. The Hitavadi Caloutta] of the 24th May writes as follows: 
| ae Following upon the Hazaribagh shooting case, 
A shooting case in Chittagong. another case of a similar nature is reported from 
Chittagong. The local paper Sansodhini says that a certain Mr. Dignam, a 
Railway employé, had borrowed a certain sum of money from one Siva Lal, of 
Goalundo. The foolish creditor was not aware that it was a great sin to ask 
for a return of the money lent to a saheb. So he sent his servant Govinda to 
the saheb to demand payment. It goes without saying that the sahed had forgot 


all about the money, whilst Govinda pressed him hard for it. The result was 


that off flewthe saheb’s bullet, and Govinda was laid low. In consequence of 
excellent treatment in the hospital, Govinda recovered. After this, the farce of 
a trial was enacted in Court, and Mr. Dignam was fined Rs. 20. Is it not a 
matter of regret ? 
25. Referring to Sadak Ali’s retrial, the same paper writes as follows: 
i When Mr. Geidt warned the assessors not to be 

is retrial. : : : 222 
_ _ influenced in any way by the various opinions 
which had been expressed regarding the case, nor even by the remarks made 
by the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court, it was clear that he was 
determined not to be biassed in his trial of the case. We still look up to the 
High Court for the final decision of a case; we still regard some of the 
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court with the ‘utmost respect. Every one 
ought to bear in mind that when the Judges of the Hon’ble High Court 
express their opinions on a pending case, such Opinions deserve to be treated as 
the utterances of irresponeible and insensible persons. If a Judge of a lower 
Court shows the courage of his conviction by pointing out the shortcomings of 
their Lordships of the High Court, it may inspire us with hope and courage. 
We never had any idea before that a Judge of the High Court, who orders the 
retrial of a case, could in the same breath declare what witnesses are to be 


disbelieved or relied upon. Many people had no idea that if the High Court 


swerved from the path of duty, a lower Court would have oourage enough 


to bring it to a sense of its duty. In the highminded Mr. Geidt people see 
another picture of evenhanded justice. It was a piece of good fortune, no 
doubt, that Sadak Ali’s retrial was entrusted to such an impartial Judge. 

a) Ge regards the punishment inflicted upon the accused, we have nothing to 
say. In this retrial, we see that although Mr. Pennell might have ventilated 
private grievances and introduced irrelevant matters in his judgment, he did 
no injustice. The accused has been found guilty of the same offence b 
another Sessions Judge, whose decision was 4 — at after an impartial trial. 
So it is clear that Mr, Pennell’s prejudices, personal grievances and sense of 
fitness of things did not stand in the way of hi administering fair or impartial 
justice. Those who were shocked at his introduction of irrelevant matters 
should bear this in mind. F 
26. The same paper a from a correspondent: that Maulvi Abdul 

eis . amid, a respectable gentleman of Dhubri, has 
with Keie Keeping nf? been sentenced to one e rigorous imprisonment 
71 ef & for keeping a gun and a dao without a license, If 
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the report bo true, it will cast a slur on the British adm'nistration of justies. 
Sahebs. get off acott-tree, even when they shoot down natives, but 3 


keeps arms without a license, he has to r one year’s rigorous imprisonment, 

Does it not imply partiality ? ro | 2 r l 
Hitavabi 27. The same paper SAYS that the clerk of a plea er of Bogra, ) 1, while 
tn, Ge “ descending the stairs of the Munsif’s Court with his 
nn ͤ een een on; was ordered by the Munsif to be 


confined in Court. When the Court rose, the Munsif called the clerk before him 
and told him that the sound made by his shoes had become quite unbearable 
to him, and so he warned the clerk to be careful in future. If the sound of 
shoes is unbeatable, will the Munsif say under what provision of the law he 
can confine an offender for three hours? | ; oid 
1 28. The same paper has the following: 5 | 
Gn aides ‘tte Beet 5 Ishan eee Loar} e , 
Complain’ Apt the Peputr of the Deputy Commissioner of Chaibassa. ing 
eine of dle to his n e some slight errors ere into the 
records of the Court. Mr. Thomson found out the errors, and Ishan Babu 
admitted his fault. The Deputy Commissioner flew into a rage, and said to 
Ishan Babu: “Stand upon that form.” The Sarishtadar had to the 
order in the 2 Court and in the presence of all. If Ishan Babu had been 
fined or punished otherwise for his carelessness, no one could have said 
anything. It is for the authorities to consider how far the Deputy Commis. 
sioner was justified in so publicly insulting the Sarishtadar. 
HrravaDi, | 29. The same paper has the following: 2 ay ae 
| It will be remembered that Mr. Foley, the 
Complaint against Mr. Foley, District Magistrate | of Burdwan, lately issued a 
District Magistrate of Burdwan. circular to the effect that no Magisterial officer. in 
| the Burdwan district should entertain any complaint 
against police officers without his sancti‘n. The District Magistrates are the 
heads of the police, and in most cases their best friends. But.a greater friend 
of the police than the District Magistrate, Mr. Foley, can hardly be found. The 
other. day, during the course of a trial before Mr. Abdul Kader, the — | 
Magistrate of Burdwan, a head-constable of police so grossly perjured himse 
that Mr. Kader thought it absolutely necessary to prosecute him. In any other 
district, he could have at once ordered a prosecution, but in the Burdwan district 
his power was crippled by Mr. Foley’s circular. So he had to ask the sanction 
of the District Magistrate, who is said to have stayed all proceedings agains 
the head-constable for six months. We are not inclined to believe that such 
a thing can take place under the British rule. 


Nane 30. The Basumati [Calcutta | of the 25th May has the following: 
May 25th, 01. Grievanoes of Crown Witness. Ihe Sufferings of the Crown ‘witnesses who have 


to come from a distance beggar description. The 
other day, in a Sessions case before the High Corurt, a witness for the Crown 
complained that he and several other fellow-witnesses had been starving for 
three days. They had left their homes and families 15 days ago, and only one 
rupee was paid to them as diet money. 
If the complainant be a private individual, he has to pay diet - money and 
allowances to bis witnesses, but why is not the same rule followed in the case 
where the Crown itself is the prosecutor? The Criminal Procedure Code was 
amended in 1898, and according to the amended Code, the giving or withholding 
of the diet money or other allowances to Crown witnesses fapendsontthe disere- 
tion of the Magistrate. Even when the one is pleased to: grant an 
allowance, it is quite insufficient. In most places in the mufassgal, no allowance 
is given to respectable. witnesses, and to the witnesses of the- cultivating class 
only a diet allowance of two annas per piem is paid. But now-a-days when 
the prices of food - grains and all other articles are so high, is the paltry sum of. 
two annas sufficient to provide a man with one meal even? Moreover, ifs 
r man, who has to maintain his family by his. daily earnings, is detained 
tor several days to give evidence for the Crown, what will his family do in the 
meanwhile ? , 
Then, again, Government allows railway and boat fare to witnesses, but 
where way and boat services are not ‘available, not a single pice is given to 
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the poor cultivator.’ In such cases, the Orown witnesses have to bear their own 

wert Referring to the High Court’s decision in the Sullivan case, the NavaYua, 
eo eae Navayug [Calcutta] of the 25th May says that it May 2th, 10h 

‘The High Court in the Sullivan was alleged in the course of the trial that Sullivan | 

. was mad. Now that in the judgment of the 

highest tribunal in the land, too, he has been proved mad, he is certainly mad, 

And it seems to us that those who make any agitation over the trial of such 

cases are also mad! : 


32. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 25th May sa s that the pasar Mrrna, 
punishment inflicted on Sofi Amba Prasad on the Mey 2th, 1901. 


The punishment inflicted on Sofi charge of defamation seems very extraordinary. 
Ambe Prased. The Desi made no difference te Ba the pe 
committed by that newspaper editor and that which is committed by common 
thieves, If the editor of a newspaper is to undergo seven years’ rigorous 
imprisonment on a charge of defamation, what punishment is to be inflicted 
on thieves and robbers? Native papers are held in no respect by the law 
courts in this country. If the editors of native papers receive such harsh 
treatment at the hands of judicial officers, those newspapers will cease to 
exist. The Kalidas newspaper has already ceased to exist, and the Jamiul 
Dum, of Amba Prasad, will now share the same fate. bg : 
33. Referring to the recent acquittal of Private Sullivan by the Calcutta Baan 
High Court, the Bangabhums [Calcutta] of the Muay 28th, 1901. 
„ 28th May says that now-a-days people generally 
indulge in anticipations of what the result of a case in which a black man 
suffers death at the hands of a white man would be. The general opinion, 
whether right or wrong, is that sahebs charged with killing natives are often 
acquitted on trivial grounds. People are not, therefore, astonished to find such. 
a saheb discharged. 

34. Referring to the Koderma shooting case, the same paper says that 
now-a-days reports of deaths of natives at the hands 
of Europeans are coming from all quarters. 

The conclusion generally arrived at in the law courts is that Europeans 
shoot natives accidentally or in self-defence. Then, again, when the blows and 
kicks of Europeans kill natives, the fault is ascribed to the hearts and spleens 
of the latter. It may be so in some cases, but such cases are very rare. Many 
natives use guns and shoot wild animals, but how many suffer death for their 
carelessness in shooting? If accidentally such a death occurs, the offender 
is much too heavily punished. Tho use of guns by natives in the exercise of 
the right of self-defence is seldom admitted in the law courts, : 
Considering all this, it is only natural for natives to entertain the belief 
that it is because Europeans generally escape punishment after killing natives 
that native-killing cases have become so frequent. 


BANGABHUMI: 


The Koderma shooting case. 


(d)— Education. 


35. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th May says that the result of the e 
e ee B. A. examination this year has been extremely 88 
2 * unsatisfactory. Not even 20 per cent. of the 
f candidates have passed this year. So much as 60 per 
cent, of even the candidates from the Presidency College have been unsuccess- 
ful, For the last few years, the result of. this examination has been ver 
unsatisfactory. Under the circumstances, it is clear that the way in whic 
the examination is conducted is more at fault than are the examinees. But 
unfortunately the University authorities do not see this as yet. If such things 
bad taken place in any other country, there would have been no end of 
‘enquiry and agitation. A Commission would have been appointed to enquire 
into its causes. But here we have been drawing the attention of the authorities 
to this fact year after year and yet they are indifferent. | 
36. The Mihir-o- Sudhakar ee of the 24th May says that the large ee 
a number of failures in the B. A. examinations of tlie 
n faiiures in last few years has made the Bengalee [Calcutta] 
| angry with the examination. arrangements of the 
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Calcutta University. But the fault does not lie with the examiners along, 
Many private colleges have been turned into institutions for money-making, 
Good professors on suitable salaries are not entertained by their Owners, 


Consequently students do not get proper teaching in such colleges. 
n University certificates hardly enable one to live in a 


le. Under such circumstances, it is only natural that students, disappointed 
in their University careers, should seek to procure their livelihood in other and 
objectionable ways. 5 


(}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


37. The Hitavadi [ Caleutta] of the Peng May says 1 . is no 
ae .. cremation ground in Sirajganj in the Pabna district, 
he a Siraigan 1 he — The distance from the town to the Jumna river ig 
district. more than two miles. The corpse has to be thrown 
into the Jumna with a salsi tied round its neck. The Musalmans too have no 
burial ground. | | 
38. The Samay | Caleutta] of the 24th May says that the Indian Daily 
News, who found so much fault with the Babs 
ite indian Daily News and the Commissioners before the Municipal Act was 
— now writes in a different strain and finds fault with 
the Executive and the European Commissioners. This is not to be wondered 
at for it was anticipated, 5 
39. Referring to the decision arrived at by Mr. Buckley in the case of 
8 ee Messrs. 2 „ 704 the * 
Maran and Companys claim Corporation, the Bharat Mitra Calcutta | 
e 25th May observes that the Bengali Vice-Chairm 
of the Corporation should not have picked a quarrel with an English Municipal 
Contractor. The result of the quarrel has been that the native rate-payers 
have had to lose some forty thousand rupees, oe ae 
40. The Dacca Gazette [ Dacca} of the 27th May has the following in 
English :— 

It is a fact, Daeca has no leader at present, 
Such being the case, it is lying like a huge monster without its head. The 
spectacle is horrible indeed. What is the result? Let us take the question of 
Local Self-Government at Dacca. To our eternal shame, be it said, Daoes 
owes all her present misfortunes —her political annihilation, so to speak, to 
the want of a leader. If we had a leader, we would never have had the 
mortification of seeing the Magistrate of the district usurping the post of the 
Municipal Chairman which was reserved for a non-official gentleman. We used 
to hear loud complaints against the Dacca Municipality from the local high 
officials when its affairs were in the hands of a non-official Chairman. Year after 
year the official reports were made interesting reading by the insertion therein 
of all sorts of funny remarks at the expense of the non-official Chairman and 
his staff. The culpable neglect of the then Municipal authorities was the 
favourite theme of the hoozoors to dilate upon in season and out of season, 80 
much so, that Local Self-Government at Daeca came to be regarded as a by-word 


The Dacca Municipaiity. 


for reproach. But a happy change has come over the tone of the official 


reports since the assumption of the reins by the Magistrate of the district: it 18 
now all rosy. It is now more than a year that Mr. Rankin has taken charge of 
the Municipality, and we challenge the supporters of the Magistrate-Chainmad 
to show any material improvement, sanitary or other, of the town which may, 
8 justify the drastic measure they took in supplanting the nom 
official Chairman. 
The re-assessment of the Municipal tax of this town is being pushed on 
with great vigour and rigour. There is a general complaint in the town abont 
the undue increase of the amount of the tax. The time chosen is also moss 
unfortunate. When food-grains of all sorts are selling at famine price, this 
enhancement of the Municipal tax is almost crushing on the poor people of the 
town, and about three-fo of the population are poor, and some of them can 
scarcely afford even two meals a day. Cannot the Municipality, after the work 
of re-assessment is over, postpone the collection of the increased rate till better 
time comes? When the Government of India could make such a concession in 
the interest of the tea-planters of Assam, when they were asked to adda little 
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pittan the s of. the poor coolies, why should not our Municipal 
an find he gy ber this kindness to the poor people of the town? 
It may be urged that this step would delay the sanitary improvement of the 
town, Apart from the intrinsic merit or the scientific hobbies of the day, the 


st first live, and then enjoy. If they succumb under the preasyre. of 
* — quar sanitation aot d avail them not at all. But we are eryiag 
in the. wilderness. Who will hear us? We have no leader at Dacca. 


H- Questions affecting the land. 


he Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 2znd May says that it wa 
absent | 44 thet nothing has as yet been done in the 

Condition of e pargana in the way of repairing the embankments in the Mayna 
— argana in the Midnapore district which were 
greatly damaged by the vicki inundation of last year. These embankments 
are incapable of standing the force of another flood. It is rumoured that their 
repair will not be taken up this year. If so, life and property will be in 
imminent danger of being destroyed any day in the coming rains. When the 
Collector of the district is applied to, he says that he will not interfere.with 
the work of the Engineer, 


Every year money is realised from the people of the pargana for repair 


work, but the work is seldom done as it should be. Last year the people saved 
the embankment with their own money. Formerly Government used to raise 
a cross embankment for the purpose of preventing salt water from entering into 
the pargana. But from this year Government will not do this, and the people 
have been obliged to raise an embankment themselves. This is very hard on 
the poor inhabitants of the pargana, who are at present very badly off on 
account of repeated failures of crops. 


(g)—Bailways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


42. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 22nd May says that steamer pas- 
sengers coming from Brahmanbaria to the railway 
4 ü1% % station at Akhaura in the Chittagong district 
have to wait for three or four hours at that station before they can get a train 
there. All this time they have to spend in open air for want of a waiting- room 
in the station, and not unoften suffer greatly from the inelemency af the 
weather. The complaint should receive the attention of the authorities 
concerned. FROME A 3 
43. The Joi Chittagong] of the 28rd May has the following: 
1 3 ce 1 ee, the Traffic , e 5 — —- 
| Bengal — ngal Railway, is a courteous gentlemen, but there 
we e nm seems to be a 1 of e bes on his- part over 
the work done by his subordinates. Before the truin leaves the Chittagong 


station, unless and until one compartment of a carriage is filled up with eight 


passengers, another is not opened. Then, again, if the number of passengers 
s very large, four or five excess passengers are taken into each compartment. 
Tickets are issued shortly before the tram leaves the station, so ‘that many 
passengers miss the train. Moreover, there is only one ticket clerk, and the 
ticket stalls for the first, second or intermediate classes and that for the third 
class are so far away from each other, that one man can hardly manage to 
issue tickets to all. No return ticket is issued for the intermediate class. From 
Chittagong to Sitakundu one more third class carriage should be attached for 
the use of exeess passengers, e 1 

44. The Rangpur 2 [Rangpur] of the 24th May has the 

ee (ey eg ee | 3 
Bosrd of Heston the Diet, The District Board of Rangpur, instead of 

filling up with earth such parts of the roads as 
require but slight repairs, are neglecting such roads altogether and constructing 
new ones by their sides. Earth is being taken from the cultivated lands for 
the construction of the new roads, much to the detriment of such lands. 
It is hoped that the District Magistrate will inspect these places and see that 
no harm is done to the cultivated lands in future. The poor cultivators who 


— 


Mom. Banpaavy, 
Mey 22nd, 1901. 


PRATINIDHI, 
May 2nd, 1901. 


JYOT!I, 
May 23rd, 1901. 


RaNGPuR 
VaRTaBaHs, 


May 24th, 1901. 


Fach aH ve 


BaNGABAUMI, | 
May 28th, 1901, 


BaNkURA DARPAN, 
May 23rd, 1901. 


( 430) 


have already suffered should be paid compensation to which they are legally 
entitled. : ) ROE a eg SOS SO 
45. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 28th May says that third class 
passengers intending to travel by the mail train 
Inconvenience of third class are put to great inconvenience at the Howrah 
* Kanon. station, owing to their not being allowed to enter 
the station platforms except through a narrow * x and shortly before the 
time fixed for the departure of the trains. Much of the inconvenience com- 
plained of may be removed if the ticket-checkers, instead of guarding the 
inside extremity, station thomselves at the outsite extremity of the passage and 
commence examining the tickets sufficiently early to prevent overcrowdin 
within the passage and enable all the passengers to pass through it without 
pushing and discomfort, | 


(h)— General. 


46, The Bankura Darpan [ Bankura} of the 23rd May has the following 
Dismemberment of Bankura. w Euglish ee 3 


DISMEMBERMENT BANKURA. 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Sm.—We learn with feelings of alarm that Government of Bengal has 
asked the opinion of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division as to the 
proposed scheme of establishing a new district with head-quarters at Asansol. 
The proposed arrangement is to include the present Raniganj and Govindpur 
subdivisions together with the Raghunathpur and Gaurangdi thanas of the 
Manbhum district and the Gangajalghati thana of Bankura. The Onda, 
Raipur, Khatra and Sadar thanas of the Bankura district are to form parts 
of the Manbhum district, while the remaining thanas of Bankura, viz., 
3 Indas, Kotulpur and Bishnupur, are to be included in the Burdwan 

istrict. 

As an alternative scheme, a proposal has been made to incroporate 
Bankura and Onda thanas with the proposed new district of Asansol instead 
of with Manbhum, 

In either case Bankura is vo cease to exist as a separate district, and its 
several thanas are to form parts of either Manbhum or Asansol. 

The object of this new arrangement of districts is, as it is said, to afford 
facilities to the coal-mining community of Bengal for carrying on law suits, 
by bringing all coal-fields under the same jurisdiction. The present arrange- 
ment under which the coal area is partitioned among several districts being 
greatly inconvenient to the mercantile body for purpose of law suits, a 
representation was made to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, on 
which His Honour has been pleased to propose the above changes. Thus, it is 
seen that the only object of those changes is to remove the inconvenience, as 
regards litigation, of a wealthy section of His Majesty's subjects—the coal- 
mining community of Bengal. We have no objection at all to Government's 
granting them the redress they have usked for, but that it should be done to the 
inconvenience and trouble of the people of several districts is what we cannot 
see the propriety of. 85 | eres 

We therefore most earnestly pray that beforejour Government takes any 
decided step it would be graciously pleased to see whether it is possible to bring 
all the coal-producing areas under one jurisdiction by the proposed scheme. 
The places where coal mines are worked at present are Govindpur, Hazaribagh, 
Palamau, Birbhum and other. If Bankura be added to Manbhum or Asansol, 
there will yet remain places which will not come within convenient distance 
of either of the above districts, and the inconvenience of the proprietors of coal 
mines will remain as great as before. : 

Moreover, in other districts than Bankura or Manbhum there may turn up 
mines which will prove highly profitable to work and which may involve 4 
number of law suits if the coal-fields be found scattered over different juriedic- 
tion; it will give occasion to their proprietors to cry for fresh arrangement 
which will comprise all coal-fields in one district. ü 
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only turn to the pages of history for illustration in support of res 


t at present lengthen our letter by ransacking history, but 
weve vo “with mor ringer some ot the dis disastrous effects 


h on multitudes of eoplé of the district of Bankura :— 

e W Situated as the 836 lar station of Bankura is at the I 
part of the district, it exercises a commanding influence on the several at tribes, 
inhabitants of the interior, such as Sonthals, Bhurnies, Kurmis, Choars, Kc. 
They have not es yet come fully under the influence of civil law, and they onty 
require a slight relaxation of vigilance on the part of Government to show 
forth their — ferocity and to give vent to their pent-up wild propensities. 
2. As an 8 consequence of this, the lives and properties ot 
thousands of people would be at the mercy of hosts of rade barbarians, and is 
would throw istrict once more into all the horrors of the primitive s 
3. Ar to the last Census the — of Bankura ee 4 

population of 20,739 souls, of which more than half are shopk | 
profession. The only means by which they earn their livelihood is by g 
articles of food and other necessaries of every-day life. If Bankura ‘ceases to 
be the head-quarter of a district, these poor people will be left absolutely without 
any means of subsistence, and for want of money they will not be able to settle 
in a new place. The result will be, as can be easily imagined, that they will 
104 a prey to slow and untimely death brought on 1 cares and want of 
4. With tbe abolition of the district, probably the zilla school will meet 
its fate; and thus not only will furthur progress of education in the place 

be 2 ped, but all its motion will be on the backward direction. 
The buildings of the Zanana Hospital and the Charitable Di 
8 the town have been built chiefly at the cost of the Bankura public. If the 
uarters be transferred to some other place, most of the people w 20 

trihuted to their erection will necessarily have to remove to some Sad: 
— and then they will bs deprived of the benefit of the useful Jnptifations 
named above. They Will 5 have to tax their pocket in establishing the 
above institutions in A new place and will thus be put to a great ingonxenience 
aud hardship, while the existing establishments will disappear for want ot 
N support. 

The: Heth va. [Onloutta }-of the 2 May Arent . Aang of; 
au orities to the nes imposed on the ( 
Government Centsil Press. 1 employed in the Goverment Central: . 
year every orie was fined from 36 to 42-per e 
ofthis pay owing to ä connected with pie : sorting. In adden tal 7 
iricometax and fines for absence and late arrival: were deducted: from the salat 
of these unfortunats men. Fines: imposed for offences relating. +0; pieborting 
alone amounted to Rs. 10,000 last year. But it is a matter of surprise 
no mention of this income is made either in the Government report or in th 


annual report on ‘he working of the press. Will the Governm nt enquire: int 
the reason of this ontission ? g 12 ; 88 


48. A correspondent: of the Dacea Prakash [Dacca] of the 26th May 


says’ that much ill-feeling has been created in 

ene East Bengal over the distinction: of caste made hy 
census enumerators between Brahmans and Varna Brahmans. The Br 
who serve as priests to Brahmans, Kayasthas and Vaidyas: ought, alone to have 
been: entered: as — the Brahmans who serve as .prieste : do dower 
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castes being entered not as Varna Brahmans, which term has caused offence, but 
es Shaha’s Brabmana, Carpenter's Brahmans, Brahmans of Nama 8 ) 
A very large number of mistakes have been made in the last census in 


who are Brahmans and who are Varna Brahmans. 


_ Xe. 


> 


49. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 23rd May says that calculatin g 1 
8 85 0 the * at which the population of India * 
Population and famine in India. zhown to have increased within the ten years 


V.—ProsPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


HDI BaNnaavasy,' 
May 20th, 1901. 


Bansivaws, 


a-half crores instead of twenty-nine and - a-half crores, as has been returned 
by the late census, ‘This decrease by one crore, shows the number of lives lost 
in famines within the last ten years. | 3 2 
Why do the Indians fall victims to famine? Some say that India is an 
agricultural country, so that its people die of starvation whenever there is a 
failure of crops. But Ireland aud Russia also are agricultural countries and 
were visited in late years by more than one famine. But not many people 
perished in those countries from starvation, and the reason was that the 
people had money and purchased food from other countries. But the Indians 
are poor and have no money with which to purchase food from others, and 
that is why they die during a famine, nae 
Others say that population has so much increased in India that the food 
which is produced in the country is insufficient to meet its requirements, 
If so, why was there a famine in the year 1899-1900, after population bad 
decreased by thousands in consequence of the famine which occurred in the 
year 1896-1897? The condition of the people should have shown an improve- 
ment as a result of the famine of 1896-1897. | 


Others again say that drought brings on a famine, But why is not 
drought followed by a famine in Russia and Ireland? The fact is, the 
Indians are poor, and that is why they die of starvation during a famine. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEovs. 


50. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th May has the following :— 
5 | Some say that it is a general belief. among the 
oft” feeling in regard to the Indian people that the higher authorities in [eile 
are to blame for the oppression that is committed 
upon Natives by Europeans. But there is absolutely no truth in this. The 
Indian people have full confidence in His Majesty's declaration that he will 
tread in his mother’s footsteps in managing the affairs. of the British Empire. 
The native papers do not find fault with all English officials. There are many 
E men among them. The wise steps that are being taken by Lord Curzon 
or ameliorating the condition of the Indian people extort admiration from the 
entire population of the country. No one denies that Lord Curzon has 
sympathy with the poor people of India. Sir Antony MacDonnell is another 
example of the best type of English officials. The good work he has done for 
the benefit of the people of the North-Western Provinces, and particularly. his 
reinstatement of Hindi as the Court language in those Provinces, will remain 
recorded in the history of the British Empire. Nor can any one forget the hard 
labour that Sir John Woodburn underwent when plague broke out in Calcutta, 
and-when terror and excitement swayed the minds of the people of the town. 
The fact is that the Indian people are very angry with the European soldiers 
who treat them like so 22 dogs and cats. But there are honourable 
exceptions even among these soldiers. 


51. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 23rd May says that there is a rumour 

Sir Alfred Milner. in the English Press that Lord Curzon will return 

8 to English politics, while Sir Alfred Milner, who is 

now on his way to England, will be the Viceroy of India. Much weight cannot 

be attached to this rumour. However, the appointment of one of the authors of 

the Boer War as the head of the Indian Government, if it ever takes place, will 
be regarded as a misfortune, lest he should involve India in a ruinous war. 


| ( 433 ) | 
‘Calcutta’ of the 25th May writes as follows: 
e If you want to increase national wealth, first 


— of Bengal’s industrial try to accumulate capital. To accumulate capital, 
8 f you must learn how to save. If you want to save 


money, you must learn how to put restraints upon self-gratification. ‘To 

ut restraints upon self gratification, you must forego luxury. To forego 
uxury, you 38 become attached to the zastras. We Bengalis have become 
luxurious. We cannot, therefore, save, and we do not, therefore, possess any 
capital. In the absence of capital we cannot set up and improve industries 
for supplying our daily needs. If we start an industry, and if, owing to bad 
management, it faiis, we have not the wherewithal to make a second attempt. 
There is no blood in our bodies. Somehow we collect a little blood and stand 
up on our legs. But excesses and irregularities dry up the blood, and we 
fall down never to rise again, This is now our lot. | 

Bengali, you are a luxurious fellow; you bave ruined whatever you have 
turned your hands to. The Bombay man 1s less luxurious than you are, and 
he has succeeded in whatever he has attempted. For once shake off your 
lethargy, and look up and see what a change the Bombay man has effected 
in the face of his Presidency with mills and factories. He has maintained his 
ground even in competition with England herself. Bombay will not pe 
achieve what England has achieved with the Government’s help. But still 
Bombay can stand on her own legs. Brother, do you know that there was a 
time when England had to cover her nakedness with cloth brought from 
other countries? But England made a law forbidding its inhabitants to 
wear foreign cloth. And the result of this law was that cloth-manufacturing 
mills were started in England. Today, England is not only clothing her 
own nakedness, but ours also. And though Bombay has not had the advantage 
of Government’s help like England, what has not Bombay done! The first 
cloth mill was established in Bombay in 1854. Now the Presidency possesses 
no less than eighty-two cloth mills. And enterprising, persevering, hard- 
working Bombay is daily making improvement in her mill industries. 

Why this difference between Bengal and Bombay? Bombay is not 
luxurious like Bengal, and has, therefore, been able to save. Bengal is 
luxurious, moneyless, devoid of strength, enterprise and perseverance. Beugal 
is therefore poor, miserable and meanlooking. 

53. The Dacca Prakash | Dacca) of the 26th May has the following about 
. -~ — — 3 Bhawal estate by Rai Keli 
3 1 rasanna Gho adur :— 
get by hai = See Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur is given to 

boasting that under his management the income 
of the Bhawal estate has very largely increased. And it was on account of 
this supposed increase that the late Raja Bahadur and his relatives were 80 
much pleased with the Rai Bahadur. According to the Rai Bahadur, the 
income of the estate, which was three lakhs anda half under the late Raja 
Kali Narayan, has risen to five lakhs under his management. This means an 
increase of a lakh and-a-half. But the writer has more than once heard from 
the Rai Bahadur’s own lips that the income of the estate has, under his manage- 
ment, increased by only eighty thousand rupees. Assuming, therefore, that 
the income of the estate has increased by eighty thousand rupees, the writer 
will attempt to show that this increase is far short of what might have been 
expected in the natural state of things. 

In the time of Raja Kali Narayan, when food-grains sold at one-fifth their 
present price, the income of the estate was three lakhs and-a-half. If the rents 
of the raiyats had been lawfully increased with the increase in the price of food- 
crops, the income of the estate ought to have been to-day seventeen lakhs of 
rupees. It was the fault of the Rai Bahadur that the income, instead of increas- 
ing by thirteen to fourteen lakhs, has increased only by eighty thousand. The 

ypulation of the Dacca Division has increased, since the time of Raja Kali 
aruyan, by 25 per cent., and owing to the decay of several industrial pursuits, 
a larger proportion of the people now live by agriculture than was the case in 
the time of mie Kali Narayan. A very large quantity of land which lay 
uncultivated during the time of that Raja has now, sherefors, been brought 


under cultivution. Supposing that a lakh of bigahs, at least, in the Bhawal 
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income from this source alone. 
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estate have been thus brought under cultivation, and taking the rent per bigah 
at one rupee, there ought to have been an increase of one lakh of rupees in the 

No one should suppose that because the income of the Bhawal estate has 
not much increased, the raiyats on that estate are living quite happily. Even 
putting no faith in the rumours about oppressions on the — the occurrence 
of repeated famine in the estate is sufficient evidence that the raiyats are not 
well off, And to what can their miserable condition be attributed except to 
the exactions and highhandedness of the am/a? As a matter of fact, the 
Manager’s favourites are ruining the raiyats, although the zamindar himself has 
benefited very little by the management of the Rai Bahadur. 

There is sufficient ground for a suspicion that the Rai Bahadur is seriously 
injuring the interests of the estate by giving away permanent tenures, He 
has been Manager of the estate for more than twenty years, during which 

riod, according to the Rai Bahadur’s own statement, the income has 
increased only by eighty thousand rupees, and the whole of this increase is due 
to the leasing out of land which formerly lay uncultivated and the acquisi- 
tion of the property of the Gachha zamindar at a nominal price and under 
the most questionable circumstances. It is, therefore, clear that no enhance- 
ment of rent has taken place in the estate during the last twenty years, although 
food-crops have increased in price four or five fold during the period, And 
by the law all the raiyats in the estate whose rents have not been increased 
during twenty years will acquire a permanent tenure over the lands they 
occupy. It is necessary to ascertain whether or not the Rai Bahadur is 
enriching himself and his underlings, at the cost of the estate, by securing in 
a manner permanent leases to the raiyats. 

The entire nine-anna share of the Bhawal ga constituting estate 

No. 9 in the Collector’s tauzi, belongs to the Bhawal estate. And of the 
remaining seven-anna share, which constitutes estate No. 10 in the tauzi, ten 
annas and odd gandas belong to the Bhawal estate also. This estate No. 10 
has recently been partitioned, and the partition proceedings show that it 
contains 528,032 bighas and odd cottahs of land, of which a ten-anna share, 
that is to say 332,323 bigahs, belong to the Bhawal estate. The quantity of 
uncultivated land in this portion of the estate is 155,283 bighas, These unculti- 
vated lands and similar lands in estate No. 9 yield a profit from forest produce 
between six to seven lakhs of rupees per annum. But the papers of the estate 
show a profit of only Rs. 1,000 and a few annas. Does the large remaining 
portion of the profit go to swell the packets of the amla? Leaving aside the 
‘uncultivated 155,234 bigahs, there remain 177,090 bigahs in estate No. 10, 
which is occupied by tenants. From this again subtract 15,767 bigahs as 
shikimi and rent-free and yielding an income of only Rs. 5,565. There remain, 
therefore, 161,323 bigahs for which proper rents are realised. But the papers 
of the estate shew that it yields a total income, including profits from forest 
produce and other miscellaneous sources, of Rs. 1,07,181 only. The Gregory- 
Pogose case has proved that the rent of land in Bhawal is at the rate of 
Rs. 6 to Rs. 7 per bigah. But assuming the rate of rent to be no more than 
that admitted by the Bhawal estate itself, namely Re. 1-4 per bigah of 
homestead land and Re. 1 for agricultural land, and assuming that one-tenth 
of the 161,322 bigahs mentioned above is homestead land and the remainder — 
agricultural land, the total income from estate No. 10, including Rs. 5, 565 
ahitimi rents and Rs. 5,087 as profit from forest produce, should amount to 
about one and three quarter lakhs. Why then do the papers of the estate 
show an income of only Rs. 1,07,181 from this particalar estate ? 

_ The above will show with what ability Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur, 
friend of the Divisional Commissioner, Mr. Savage, is managing the Bhawal 
estate. The Partition officers themselves have after careful inspection and 
calculation assumed the income from estate No, 10 alone to be about Rs. 1,75,900. 
But the zamindar’s papers show the income to be Rs. 1,07,181. How is the 
difference to be accounted for? Who misappropriates it ? 

54. The same paper Bs age Rai Kali Prasanna Ghosh ov gaa 

3 anager of the Bhawal Estate, had brought over 

ine ‘uate: d number of newspaper editors and others from 
| Dacca to join the meeting which was held st 
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| | | 5 

wress grief at the death of the late Raja, and paid them no 

ag 3 —— but something more which need = Pe 
ioned. It is said, as the newspapers say. that the Rai Bahadur, who di 


3 a drop of tear at the Dacca condolence meeting, shed torrents of tears 


at the Joydevpur meeting out of his grief for the late Raja. 
Uriya Parr Rs. 


dass hint Bamra] of the 8th May states that a belief 
e at gape rey rng and. of many low class ple in the 


the i ded by Central Provinces that one of the objects of the 
low as people in the. Centra census was to collect and deport one lakh of young 


ee: 1arTi d women for the e of 

unmarried men an he purpos 
completing a ceremony inaugurated to restore Her late Imperial Ma jesty the 
Queen-Empress to life. 


er [Bamra] of the 15th May advises Indian: parents 

Se ee ee 5 to dress their little children with golden or 

„ SS * be- other valuable ornaments, as these have proved, in 

Se many instances, a source of temptation to evil-doers 
and source of trouble to the parents themselves. 

57, Referring to a lease, bearing No. 1, dated 7th February 1900, 

granted by the Assistant Engineer, No. 2 Subdivi- 


An indirect tax on padey sion, to Gadai Barik and three others, authorising. 


: ttack. ° : ; 
ee them to act as dandidars or weighmen in respect of 


addy brought for sale by boat through the Kendrapara Canal to Cuttack in 
* of the *. of a fee of Rs. 52, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of 
the 18th May observes that it is an indirect tax, levied by illegal means, on the 
daily food of the poor people, who cannot but submit, under the circumstances, 
to the exactions of the unscrupulous, though licensed, dandidars. | 
58. Referring to a fire in Jajpur town that destroyed a large number 
of houses and property worth one lakh of rupees, 
the same paper states that the Sub-Registrar, 
Babu Nabakishore Das, and the Mnnicipal Overseer of the Jajpur Municipality, 
aided by a large number of coolies, saved a large quantity of property from 
utter destruction. : 
59. Referring to the difference of opinion that exists among the members 
of the different Victoria Memorial Committees in 


Difference of opinion among the : . ; 
eee eee Orissa with regard to the form that the memorial 


Orissa. is to take, the same paper suggests that if the 

members find it very difficult to agree, they may 

transfer their functions to the Commissioner of the Orissa Division and abide by 
his decision. 

60. The same paper regrets fo es that though N. 2 er 2 

i 8 women died of cholera in the Pipli thana of the 

* Puri district, neither the Puri District Board nor 


the officers of the Puri khas mahal did anything to relieve the distress of the 
sufferers. 


A fire in Jajpur town. 


Assam PAPERS. 


61. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 15th May says that Government has made 
e . ees Ce mistake by transferring Krishna Kumar 


6 Babu, Subdivisional Officer, from Cachar, Assam. 


aay All the land in Cachar is well known to him, As the 
work of the Subdivisional Officer of Cachar is too much for one man, this 


transfer will throw both the settlement and the judicial work in Cachar into 
great disorder. Mr. Halliday requested the Chief Commissioner to postpone 
the transfer, but his request has been rejected. Mr. Cotton is requested to 
keep Krishna Kumar Babu in Cachar at least for another year. In this year 
of famine, when people aro scarcely able to provide their daily food, more 
frequent Ae e of law suits, which will certainly result from the 
transfer of Krishna Kumar Babu, will be altogether ruinous to the poor 


inhabitants of Cachar. | | 
NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Offg. Bengali Translator. 
Bencatt Transzator’s Orrice, 79. Beng 
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